




























News from Livingston County New York CARES 
(Community Action Relief Efforts) 

A Report and Chronology of Livingston CARES Activities 
 

September 8, 2005 
The Center for Community at SUNY Geneseo hosted a meeting of 32 representatives 
from college and community organizations to discuss a collaborative response to the  
horrendous devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina. The participants unanimously 
agreed to create a county-wide effort to respond with a long-term commitment to helping 
the Gulf Coast recover from the hurricane. A set of assumptions was approved that 
formed the basis of a plan to conduct fund-raising for relief efforts while the hurricane  
remained front-page news and explore possibilities for developing a relationship with 
communities on the Gulf Coast for long-term recovery assistance. 
 
Participants agreed that Livingston CARES would become a college and community 
program directed by a steering committee with representatives from students, faculty and  
administrators at SUNY Geneseo, Livingston County government, the Livingston County 
Chamber of Commerce, the Livingston County Coalition of Churches, the Village and  
Town of Geneseo, and other interested organizations. The College agreed to coordinate 
the Livingston CARES efforts through its GOLD leadership and volunteer center 
programs. Tom Matthews, director of leadership education, development and training, 
agreed to serve as chair with assistance from Kay Fly, coordinator of volunteerism and  
service learning. 
 
September 7, 2005 
Semi-annual Volunteer Fair at the College provided opportunities for students to join 
committees to help with hurricane relief efforts. 
 
September 11, 2005 
Article by Matthew Daneman in Democrat and Chronicle on “Beyond Katrina: 
Livingston wants Gulf to know it cares” reports on Livingston County CARES activities. 
 
September 12, 2005 
Livingston County CARES logo approved and website created at 
http://communitycare.geneseo.edu to serve as a location for sharing information on 
hurricane relief efforts. Numerous student organizations announced fund raising activities 
on the website. A Student Action Committee of Livingston CARES begins meeting 
weekly to coordinate SUNY Geneseo student involvement in the relief efforts. 
 
September 20, 2005 
Livingston County CARES steering committee met to coordinate efforts and investigate 
communities on the Gulf Coast that would be willing to partner with Livingston County.  
Based on the news reports that Mississippi coastal areas were not getting attention or 
much assistance, members of the steering committee agreed that Livingston CARES 
should focus its concerns on Harrison County, Mississippi. Cynthia Oswald, President of 
the Livingston County Chamber of Commerce, agreed to contact government and  



business leaders in Harrison County. Oswald initiated conversations by phone and email 
with Berinda Logan from the Mississippi Gulf Chamber of Commerce whose offices and  
records had been totally destroyed in the hurricane. Logan connected Oswald with 
Connie M. Rockco from the Harrison County Board of Supervisors. Conversations  
between Oswald and Rockco led to the agreement between Livingston and Harrison 
Counties to work together on the relief and recovery efforts. 
 
September 20, 2005 
President Dahl sent an email to the campus community about the hurricane and the 
SUNY Geneseo response including information on the community forum and Teach-In 
on the Hurricane on October 30, the student fund-raising activities, and the Livingston 
County CARES initiatives. 
 
September 27, 2005 
Livingston CARES steering committee met and approved a resolution identifying 
Harrison County, Mississippi as the location to focus relief efforts. Brad Lowell, a Red 
Cross volunteer who had just returned from two weeks doing damage assessment in 
Harrison County briefed the committee on his experiences and observations about the  
need for long-term assistance in Harrison County.  
 
September 28, 2005 
A resolution was submitted by Geneseo Town Supervisor, Wes Kennison, to the  
Livingston County Board of Supervisors to support Livingston County CARES and to 
formally offer assistance to Harrison County, Mississippi. Cynthia Oswald, Tom 
Matthews, and Kay Fly participated in the meeting and addressed the Board of 
Supervisors on the initiative. The resolution was presented but not acted upon in order to 
provide time for officials in Harrison County to accept the offer of assistance from 
Livingston County.  
 
September 30, 2005 
Tom Matthews briefed the SUNY Geneseo College Council on Livingston CARES at its 
September meeting.  
 
October 6, 2005 
Article on Livingston County CARES appeared in The Clarion on the developing 
relationship with Harrison County. The same issue featured Gail Orr and her work in 
Harrison County and the Humanity Outreach Partners Enterprise (HOPE) Unites 
Foundation. Orr led a team of 18 volunteers from western New York to work in a “tent  
city” in D’Iverville, Mississippi immediately after Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast. 
 
Article in Livingston County News by Elizabeth Simmons on “Hurricane Help” described 
the planning by Livingston County CARES to offer long-term help to Harrison County,  
Mississippi.  
 
October 7, 2005 
Livingston CARES offer of assistance letter with copy of proposed Livingston County 



Board of Supervisors resolution was faxed to the Harrison County Board of Supervisors. 
The Center for Community and Penny Lane Promotional Products funded a set of 5,000 
Livingston CARES stickers to use on vehicles and business or home windows for 
promotional purposes and fundraising. The stickers, printed table tents, and calling cards, 
were distributed to county, town, and village municipal offices and businesses with a 
cover letter inviting individuals and groups to “sell” the stickers for donations to 
Livingston CARES. 
 
October 10, 2005 
Letter received from Connie Rockco, Supervisor, Dis trict 5 Harrison County Board of 
Supervisors accepting Livingston County offer of assistance. 
 
October 12, 2005 
Livingston County Board of Supervisors adopted the resolution to establish a long-term 
relationship with Harrison County. Livingston County CARES distributed new 
promotional stickers with the CARES logo to each town supervisor. 
 
October 13, 2005 
Livingston CARES steering committee met and approved a January Work Trip to 
Harrison County in conjunction with HOPE Unites. Gael Orr, HOPE Unites foundation 
director, agreed to make arrangements for the work trip including plane reservations, 
meals, work projects, and training of volunteers. The trip was posted on the website with 
the directions to make reservations and pay trip deposits by November 6 directly to 
HOPE Unites. Brad Lowell, a Red Cross volunteer, shared his observations and  
experiences working on relief efforts in Harrison County immediately after the hurricane. 
 
October 15, 2005 
Kay Fly provided information on Livingston County CARES in an interview with David  
Parish on Radio Station WYSL in Lakeville 
 
October 16, 2005 
Collaboration between Livingston County and Harrison County was posted on the  
Livingston CARES website. 
 
October 19, 2005 
Cynthia Oswald shared the Livingston CARES story on a nationwide conference call on 
small business recovery efforts on the Gulf Coast sponsored by the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce Small Business Policy Council. Giovanni Coratolo, Director of Small 
Business Policy, hosted the conference call. Tom Matthews was invited to participate and  
briefly commented on the collaborative nature of the Livingston CARES efforts. 
 
October 27, 2005 
An article in the Livingston County News on “Community Responsibility Starts Young” 
featured Kay Fly in her role as volunteer coordinator at the college as well as information 
about Livingston County CARES. 
Geneseo Village Board approved a resolution to participate in the Katrina relief activities 



of Livingston CARES. 
 
October 30, 2005 
Over 100 students, faculty, and staff at SUNY Geneseo gathered in the MacVittie 
Ballroom for an afternoon teach- in on Hurricane Katrina. Dr. Beth McCoy, Associate 
Professor of English organized the program. Reading lists were posted on the college  
website for participants to read prior to the discussions. Dr. Joe Cope, Assistant Professor 
History introduced the program and Dr. Emilye Crosby, Associate Professor of History 
presented her thoughts on “Burning and Looting: Some Personal and Scholarly 
Reflections on Historic and Contemporary Racism.” Faculty and student discussion 
groups reacted to the presentation and the readings. Tom Matthews concluded the  
program with a report on the opportunities for students to volunteer through Livingston 
County CARES. Five student participants subsequently volunteered for the January Work 
Trip to Biloxi.  
 
November 4, 2005 
Harrison County compiled a list of needs from county departments and forwarded the list 
to Livingston County CARES. The four page list was posted on the CARES website. 
Nick Mazza, Livingston County Administrator, circulated the list to all departments in 
the county urging the staff to consider donating surplus equipment to Harrison County.  
 
November 7-8, 2005 
The United States Chamber of Commerce Council on Small Business meeting included a 
panel discussion on best practices. Cynthia Oswald from the Livingston County Chamber 
of Commerce shared the Livingston CARES story with the participants. 
 
November 9, 2005 
Gael Orr, HOPE Unites foundation director, met with the Livingston CARES steering 
committee to review plans for the January work trip to Biloxi. Orr also shared her 
experiences with relief and recovery efforts in previous disasters and briefed the  
committee on her relief work in Harrison County after Hurricane Katrina. 
 
November 10, 2005 
A feature article appeared in The Clarion on “Livingston County CARES: County to 
send group to Mississippi.” 
 
November 21, 2005 
Cynthia Oswald, Livingston County Chamber of Commerce President, was interviewed 
on WYSL about the Livingston CARES initiatives. 
 
November 23, 2005 
A feature story in Livingston County News reports on “From Nunda to Gulfport” efforts 
by Carolyn Lowell, a teacher in the Dalton School District and Paul Kreuzer, an active 
member of the community to involve teachers, students, and community groups in 
Dalton, Nunda, Hunt, and Portage to collect school supplies and funds for the Gulfport 
School District. Gerald Hotchkiss delivered the school supplies to the children in 



Gulfport on a trip to visit his son in Mississippi. 
 
November 30, 2005 
The Livingston CARES steering committee met and approved a K-12 initiative created 
by Glenn McClure to connect schools in Livingston County and Harrison County. The  
“Cosmic Gumbo Café” project will involve teachers and students in various arts 
integration activities over an extended period of time. Dr. Jon Hunter, Geneseo 
Superintendent of Schools, agreed to work with Glenn McClure on this project. 
 
December 4, 2005 
Pennysaver features Livingston County CARES in its column devoted to “Hometown 
Spotlight.” 
 
December 5, 2005 
Thirty-five volunteers including nine SUNY Geneseo students registered and paid 
deposits for the trip to Biloxi. The College through Bob Bonfiglio, Vice President of 
Student and Campus Life, subsidized each student with grants to assist with travel 
expenses. Livingston CARES did not provide any funds to assist the volunteers with the  
$500 cost of the trip; all volunteers self- funded their expenses. 
HOPE Unites provided a three-hour training session for participants in the January work 
trip to Biloxi. 
The Iota Lambda chapter of Sigma Tau Delta English Honor Society announced that 
Casey Carrigan won an essay for his writing about the hurricane and will be sponsored by 
the chapter to participate in the January work trip to Harrison County.  
 
December 20, 2005 
Livingston CARES submitted a proposal to the Bush-Clinton Katrina Fund to support 
students and faculty participating in relief and recovery projects during spring break and  
for summer directed studies and internships in Harrison County. The proposal also 
requested funds to support the “cosmic gumbo café” project with the k-12 links to 
Harrison County.  
 
December 21, 2005 
Livingston CARES steering committee added its support for the grant proposal submitted 
to the Bush-Clinton Hurricane Katrina Fund by the College. The committee also agreed 
to sponsor a community dinner on Wednesday, February 1 at the Geneseo United 
Methodist Church. The Share and Care dinner will be catered by the Geneseo 
Philanthropic Chefs with assistance and entertainment provided by the “Strong As Steel 
Corporation” 8th grade career studies project students at Mt. Morris Central School. 
Participants in the January work trip will tell their stories and the event will be a fund 
raiser with proceeds to go to Livingston CARES. 
Kay Fly reported that eighteen college organizations participated in a wide variety of 
fundraising activities during the fall semester with proceeds going to the American Red 
Cross, Habitat for Humanity, the Humane Society of America, and Livingston CARES. 
Events included programs such as an RA competition to raise funds, the Japanese Culture 
Club 1,000 cranes project folding origami cranes in the library, a Beta Fish sale by the 



Pre-Veterinary Club for animals displaced by the hurricane, an Alpha Phi Omega sale of 
Halloween Goodie Bags, the women’s athletic teams Kids Knight Out recreation 
program, a yard sale sponsored by the Royal Lady Knights and Livingston Residence 
Hall, and numerous collections for hurricane relief. A list of events registered with 
Livingston CARES was posted on the CARES website. 
 
December 23, 2005 
Letters from Glenn McClure, arts consultant, and Jon Hunter, Geneseo school 
superintendent, were sent to the five school district superintendents in Harrison County 
introducing the “Cosmic Gumbo Café” project and inviting the school districts to 
collaborate in long-term partnerships with the schools in Livingston County.  
 
December 29, 2005 
A news story on “County helps Hurricane Katrina victims” appeared in The Clarion 
describing the efforts of Livingston County CARES and the upcoming trip to Biloxi. 
Livingston County News featured the Top stories of 2005 and listed the disaster response 
as one of the major stories of the year. 
 

 
Livingston CARES 2006 Events 

 
January 2006 
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce US Chamber .Com news magazine January edition 
included a feature article “Communities Aid Storm Recovery” that focused on the  
Livingston CARES initiatives as a “best practices” activity for other chambers of 
commerce to use in working on the hurricane relief efforts. 
 
January 3, 2006 
Kyle Clark, WHAM Channel 13 reporter, interviewed eight members of the Livingston 
County CARES volunteers on January 2 for a video report that aired on the local news 
after the Monday Night Football game on Tuesday morning.  
 
January 4 -10, 2006 
Thirty-three Livingston County CARES volunteers traveled from New York to Biloxi,  
Mississippi and spent five days working on recovery projects in conjunction with the  
Urban Life Ministries. The volunteers stayed at the Urban Life Ministries Relief and 
Recovery Center on the grounds of a former V.F.W. site in East Biloxi. The Livingston 
CARES volunteers made a presentation to the Harrison County Board of Supervisors in 
Biloxi on January 9th.  
 
The work trip volunteers included nine students, one faculty member who is also Town 
Supervisor of Geneseo and a member of the Livingston County Board of Supervisors, 
and two administrators from SUNY Geneseo; five students and one administrator from 
the Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, Canada; nine individuals representing the  
Central Presbyterian Church in Geneseo; three individual citizens dedicated to service; 
and three team leaders from HOPE Unites. 



A separate report on the January Work Trip is available from Livingston CARES and is 
posted on the CARES website at http://livingstoncares.geneseo.edu 
 
January 5, 2006 
The Livingston County News carried an editorial on the Livingston County CARES 
January work trip to Biloxi praising the efforts of the volunteers working in Mississippi 
and welcoming the group returning as heroes. 
 
January 12, 2006 
A full page feature story on “Biloxi Blues” by Editor Mark Gillespie appeared in the  
Livingston County News reported on the January Work-Trip activities in Biloxi. Gillespie 
interviewed Matthews and Kennsion and Harrison County Supervisor 
Connie Rockco while the team was still working in Biloxi.  
 
January 17-18, 2006 
Cynthia Oswald from Livingston County Chamber of Commerce made a presentation on 
the Livingston CARES initiatives as part of a panel discussion at the Chamber Alliance 
of New York State (CANYS) conference in Albany.  
 
January 18, 2006 
An article by Dolores Orman on “Group to explain post-Katrina work” appeared in the  
Democrat & Chronicle highlighting the January Livingston County CARES work trip to 
Biloxi and the February 1 Share and Care dinner. 
Livingston County CARES steering committee met and heard brief reports on the  
January work trip to Biloxi. The committee also approved HOPE Unites as the designated 
agency to arrange future Livingston County CARES work trips to Harrison County.  
 
January 19, 2006 
The Clarion featured a group photo on the front page of the Livingston County CARES 
work team orientation after arrival in Biloxi on January 4, an article by Sally Fox on “OurClarion 
correspondent reports on hurricane victims,” and an article by Harrison County 
employee Welton Babuchna on “Harrison County, Mississippi worker says, Good 
Morning America.” 
 
January 26, 2006 
Livingston County News editorial cartoonist Tom Fox depicts a bus with seats available  
on a work trip to Biloxi with a banner saying “Livingston Cares.” 
 
February 1, 2006 
Livingston CARES sponsored the First Annual Share and Care Dinner from 6:00 – 8:00 
PM at the Geneseo United Methodist Church. The Share and Care dinner was catered by 
the Geneseo Philanthropic Chefs with assistance and entertainment provided by the  
“Strong As Steel Corporation” 8th grade career studies project students at Mt. Morris 
Central School. Participants in the January work trip shared their stories and experiences 
working on the hurricane recovery in Harrison County. The program included 
commentary from the Wilfrid Laurier University staff and students, SUNY Geneseo 



students, Central Presbyterian Church in Geneseo participants, and stories about each of 
the worksites in Biloxi and Gulfport. Over 120 students and community members 
attended the fund raiser dinner and donated over $1500.00 to Livingston CARES to assist 
with the Hurricane Katrina recovery efforts in Harrison County.  
 
February 5, 2006 
The Sunday edition of the Democrat & Chronicle carried a story and photos of four of 
the January work trip volunteers: Roger and Kathy Collins, Kristy Sirianni, and George  
Sullivan. The article “2nd group to aid Miss. Cleanup” pub licized the March spring break 
trip and focused on stories from the four January trip volunteers. 
 
March 10-18, 2006 
The Student Action Committee of Livingston CARES led a second work trip to Harrison 
County, Mississippi. Fifty-five volunteers including 51 students, 1 faculty member, and 3 
Division of Student & Campus Life staff worked on 5 houses in Gulfport. Charlie Elliot-  
Bearce served as the trip leader. See trip report for additional information.  
 
March 22, 2006 
Livingston CARES steering committee approved a revised mission statement to be used 
in applications for state and federal government recognition as a non-profit organization.  
The expanded mission covers future activities related to humanitarian projects at the  
local, state, national, and international levels. 
 
April 6, 2006 
The Lamron reporter Mike Peek reported “Students help Mississippi hurricane victims 
recover from Katrina.” Charlie Eliott-Bearce and other students on the March trip 
reflected on their experiences in Mississippi. The same issue also featured an Invasion of 
Privacy column by Kathryn Adams on “Charlie Elliot-Bearce’s philanthropy brings 
Geneseo students to Mississippi.” 
\ 
April 14, 2006 
The Navy Seabee Courier carried a story by JO1 (SW) Dennis J. Herring “NMCB 1 
Seabees assist New York college students.” The article interviewed the five Seabees from 
the Naval Mobile Construction Battalion OBE (NMCB,1) who assisted the March 
CARES trip volunteers on the reconstruction of five houses in Gulfport. Tom Hurlburt 
was the Seabee that arranged for the Seabees to help with the projects. 
 
May 15, 2006 
Five students, one retired SUNY Geneseo staff member, and one retired electrician 
community volunteer traveled from New York to Harrison County, Mississippi and spent 
the week rehabilitating a house in Gulfport. Connie Hurlburt served as trip leader and her 
son, Tom Hurlburt, from the Navy Seabees assisted with the reconstruction work. 
 
June 28, 2006 
Livingston CARES steering committee approved the filing of papers with the Secretary 
of State to become a registered New York State non-profit corporation. The papers were 



signed by the initial volunteer directors: Tom Matthews, Kay Fly, Kurt Christiansen,  
Cynthia Oswald, and Lyle Lehman. Doug Wilson reported on the Tools for Katrina  
project coordinated for CARES by the Livingston County Coalition of Churches. 
 
July 6, 2006 
Livingston County News briefly noted column reported on the Tools for Katrina  
collections spearheaded by the Livingston County Coalition of Churches for Harrison 
County, Mississippi. Dave and Erin Bills from the Livonia Community Church delivered 
the tools and supplies to the Hands On Gulf Coast and Volunteers on the Gulf Coast 
recovery centers in Biloxi and church related items to the Biloxi Methodist Church. A 
separate report is posted on the CARES website. 
 
August 2, 2006 
Livingston County CARES, Inc. registered as a New York State non-profit corporation 
with the Secretary of State. The stated purpose is: Help communities and individuals 
locally, regionally, statewide, nationwide, and globally in humanitarian projects, 
including disaster relief and recovery efforts. Additionally, provide a central repository 
for resources and information for individuals and organizations wishing to contribute to 
disaster relief efforts. 
 
August 30, 2006 
Livingston CARES steering committee approved four trips for 2007: a January trip, a 
February trip hosted by Central Presbyterian Church, a March spring break trip, and a 
May trip. Doug Wilson and Charlie Becker reported on the Tools for Katrina project that 
included $1,146.59 in cash donations and 630 items for the recovery centers in 
Mississippi. Dave and Erin Bills from the Livonia Community Church delivered the tools 
to the Hands ON Gulf Coast and Volunteers on Gulf Coast recovery centers in Biloxi. 
The committee also approved $660 to purchase equipment for five students in the  
Woolmarket Youth Football Leagues that had lost their all their uniforms in the  
hurricane. The committee also voted to support the possible restoration of a greenhouse 
in Gulfport. 
 
September 28, 2006 
The Lamron at SUNY Geneseo featured an editorial in its Lunatic’s Fringe column on the  
“Aftermath of Katrina should be more of a priority” by Taryn Thompson. Thomson 
review the lack of attention by the press and the government on helping with Katrina  
recovery efforts in Mississippi. The feature included a photo of the remains of a front step 
for a home in Biloxi. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report on Livingston County CARES January 2006 Work-Trip to Harrison County 
 

Prepared by Tom Matthews, Chair Livingston County CARES 
 

 
Thirty-three people traveled to Biloxi, Mississippi on January 4th to help with the hurricane 
recovery efforts and to establish contacts in Harrison County that will lead to long-term 
relationships between Livingston and Harrison Counties. The group included nine students and 
one faculty and two administrators from SUNY Geneseo, nine members of Geneseo Central 
Presbyterian Church, three team leaders from HOPE Unites, five students and one administrator 
from Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, and three community members 
connected to Livingston County CARES. Participants ranged in age from 19 to 73. 
 
On January 4th members of the team traveled from Rochester, Buffalo, and New York to Biloxi, 
Mississippi. After a restaurant lunch near the Gulfport airport, the team moved into travel and 
trailer bunk houses at the Urban Life Ministries (ULM) Relief and Recovery Center on Howard 
Avenue in East Biloxi. The site is located on the grounds of a former VFW hall that was 
destroyed by Katrina. 
 
The CARES group was briefed by Kevin Beck, a recovery staff member from ULM, and started 
work immediately clearing a large circus tent that had been used to feed victims during the 
emergency and relief efforts from September through December. Work teams also began 
replacing paneling and doors in an office, assembling office furniture, and doing major repairs on 
five ULM trucks and vans. Other teams helped move supplies, equipment, and furniture to 
various sites in East Biloxi. After Beck discovered that Sally Fox was a journalist, he invited her 
to take on a special project interviewing and chronicling the stories of some of the residents 
whose homes were being worked on by the volunteers. The stories put a human face on the 
devastation suffered in the area and plans are underway to incorporate these stories into a book 
about Katrina's impact on the Gulf Coast. 
 
On Thursday morning, Harrison County District 5 Supervisor Connie Rockco, joined the team at 
the daily 7:00 am breakfast to extend greetings from Harrison County. Each day for three days, 
work started at 8:00 am and ended at dusk around 5:00 pm with an hour break for lunch. Dinner 
was served at 6:00 pm followed by team debriefing, discussion, and card games or small group 
conversations in the food tent and trailers. Lights went out around 9:00 pm and almost everyone 
was sleeping by 10:00 pm. Each day, teams were sent out to various sites in Biloxi to work on a 
variety of jobs ranging from demolition of interior walls and floors, removal of debris from 
houses and yards, mudding, sanding, painting, wiring, replacing windows and floors, and other 
structural modifications. Throughout the week teams worked at the Daisy G home on Fayard 
Street, the Gloria Jean K home on Bowen Street, the Olivia K home on Hannibal Court, the Ruth 
and Lerrie S home on Magnolia Street, and the Jasna Y home on Hopkins Boulevard. Another 
team also devoted Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning to help Steve B on 2nd Street in 
Gulfport clear extensive yard debris and remove destroyed personal items from his house.  
 



Each day new small groups of Livingston CARES teams accompanied HOPE Unites team leaders 
to learn the recovery needs assessment process for potential ULM worksites. The process 
involved talking with home owners and walking through houses to determine their condition and 
estimate the materials needed and the work required for restoration. 
 
During the trip, team members visited the D’Iberville High School and met with Vice Principal 
Heather Mitchell to explore ways that the schools in Livingston County could work with Harrison 
County schools. Ms. Mitchell shared the stories about her school and her personal experiences 
with the relief and recovery efforts. She expressed interest in the “cosmic gumbo café” 
curriculum project and indicated that her school would be interested in exchanges and possibly 
taking student teachers from SUNY Geneseo. 
 
Team members were also invited to the Harrison County School District Office in Gulfport to 
meet with Dr. Cassandra Conner, Director of Curriculum and Instruction Technology. Dr. Conner 
expressed great interest in the “cosmic gumbo café” project, particularly because of the need for 
more arts instruction in the schools. 
 
A team also traveled to Gulfport to meet Dr. Hal Higdon, Vice President for Administration of 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, and Dr. Carol Holley, Dean of Instruction at the 
Jefferson Davis Campus. Most of the MGCCC facilities were in decent physical condition after 
the hurricane but over 1500 of the students were unable to complete the fall term. Approximately 
25% of the faculty and 25% of the students lost all their possessions and their homes. Higdon and 
Holly indicated that their faculty and students desperately need help to recover from the 
devastation. We explored the possibility of establishing faculty/staff pen pals through email and 
personal contacts, and possible adoptions of individual families that need assistance in rebuilding, 
or that work crews could help on future trips to Harrison County. 
 
On Sunday morning a work crew returned to assist Steve in Gulfport and part of the team went to 
Sunday church services at the Methodist and Catholic churches in Gulfport. A team returned on 
Monday afternoon to discuss possible projects for the Livingston County Coalition of Churches. 
That team also visited the site of the only child care center that serves the low income families in 
East Biloxi and talked with the director, Carol Burnett. The team watched as several of their 
buildings were being bulldozed and carted away.  
 
On Sunday afternoon the entire Livingston CARES team went on a tour of rural Harrison County 
with Connie Rockco to partake in an incredibly good Mississippi fish fry at a county restaurant 
operated by the wife of the Superintendent of the Harrison County Highway Department. Rockco 
also took us to the home of the mother of one of her employees who desperately needs assistance 
to repair her home. We also toured the Eagle Point area of Gulfport with middle and upper 
income houses where dozens of homes were destroyed and twenty-five people lost their lives.  
 
On Monday morning the entire Livingston CARES team was invited to attend the organizational 
meeting of the Harrison County Board of Supervisors. At the beginning of the meeting Connie 
Rockco was elected President and presided over the second item on the agenda which was the 
CARES presentation to the supervisors. Tom Matthews briefly explained the history of CARES, 
Kristy Sirianni read a letter from Chris Dahl, President of SUNY Geneseo, and Wes Kennison 
read the resolution from the Livingston County Board of Supervisors. Rockco presented CARES 
with books on the Gulf Coast before and after Katrina. 
 



During the remainder of the last day, teams went back to worksites and continued working until 
dusk on the various homes. Many posed for photos with the homeowners who invited the workers 
to come back to enjoy a home cooked meal and Mississippi hospitality. 
 
Monday night everyone packed and on Tuesday morning all 33 team members departed 
immediately after breakfast in three vans and a trailer load of baggage for the airport. All 
members returned to their homes on Tuesday, January 10. 
 
 
The Livingston CARES January Work-Trip Team included: 
 
Christopher Basso  SUNY Geneseo Student 
James Bryant   SUNY Geneseo Student 
Rona Byers   Centerport, NY 
Casey Carrigan   SUNY Geneseo Student 
Kathy Collins   Presbyterian Church 
Roger Collins   Presbyterian Church 
Lois Dewitt   Hilton, NY 
Gerald Fly   Geneseo, NY 
Kay Fly    SUNY Geneseo 
Sally Fox   Presbyterian Church 
Amanda Gitomer  SUNY Geneseo Student 
Rev. Charles Gommer  HOPE Unites 
Linda Hatheway  Presbyterian Church 
Melanie Hazelton  Wilfrid Laurier University 
Tom Kapsimalis  Wilfrid Laurier University Student 
Weston Kennison  Livingston County Board of Supervisors 
Lyle Lehman   Presbyterian Church 
Edith Matthews   Presbyterian Church 
Betsy Matthews   Presbyterian Church 
Tom Matthews   SUNY Geneseo 
Howard McGlauflin  HOPE Unites 
Joan McGlauflin  HOPE Unites 
Kevin Morris   Wilfrid Laurier University Student 
Corey Norman   Wilfrid Laurier University Student 
Jianan Ong   Wilfrid Laurier University Student 
Kevin Reilly   SUNY Geneseo Student 
Sarah Reinschmidt  Andover, NY 
Tegan Serianni   SUNY Geneseo Student 
Laura Shellhammer  SUNY Geneseo Student 
Kristy Sirianni   SUNY Geneseo Student 
George Sullivan   SUNY Geneseo Student 
Charlotte Torres  Presbyterian Church 
Katie Walhout   Wilfrid Laurier University Student  
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Report on Livingston CARES March 2006 work-Trip to Gulfport 
 

Prepared by Charlie Elliot-Bearce, Student Trip Leader 
 
Beginning in February 2006, eight students and three staff began planning a trip to Mississippi to 
aid in the disaster recovery of Harrison County, partnered with Livingston County Cares and 
Hope Unites.  By early March, all arrangements had been made and thanks to Dr. Dahl and Vice 
President Bonfiglio (and other various contributors), the trip coordinators had raised enough 
money to accommodate 55 participants for the alternate spring break trip.   
 
On March 10th following an enthusiastic farewell send off by President Dahl, 55 (51 students, and 
4 faculty/staff) people left from Geneseo enroute to Gulfport, Mississippi.   After a 24-hour bus 
ride, we finally arrived in Gulfport, Mississippi and met our host recovery center, the North 
Carolina Baptist Men’s Christian Association. 
 
Upon arrival we were very glad to disembark our bus for dinner and much needed stretching.  
However, after some minor confusion about our lodging accommodations, we reloaded the bus 
and headed to the Gulfport High School gym; which would be our lodging for the next week.   
 
Sunday, following breakfast at the recovery center and the opportunity to attend church services, 
we traveled around and viewed the destruction in Harrison County to see firsthand what the 
people of Gulfport and Harrison County had experienced during Hurricane Katrina.  After the 
tour of the area and confronting the reality of the destruction, the group took a much-needed 
break and picnicked at the Gulf Islands National Park – which had just reopened for visitors.   
Following this we returned to the gym to meet in our five individual work teams and began 
strategizing our construction plans for the week.   
 
On Monday the 13th the real work began and we were ready to start assisting with the 
reconstruction on our first five homes.  Each work team had a different home to work on led by 
team leaders.  Team one was led by Charlie Elliott, team two Jason Boring, team three Rich 
Pulvino and Fiorella Uguccioni, team four Prasantii Roy, and team five by Chris Basso.  
Although we did not have all the needed tools or supplies all the teams showed extreme ingenuity 
and heart by finding work to do with the tools they had at hand and by keeping an upbeat attitude.  
Our motto to be flexible became an integral part of our days.  This time also afforded us time to 
connect with the homeowners and their families. 
 
Our Alternative Spring Break teams expressed their appreciation for the opportunity to 
partnership with the Navy Seabees (Steve Byers, Jason Huskey, Tom Hurlburt, Matt Poe, and 
Beldan Peoples).  The expertise they brought to the homes helped each group to hone some 
carpenter skills and accomplish more than could possibly have been done on our own.   
 
By the time we reloaded the bus on Friday, March 17th to return to Geneseo, each team had 
accomplished much more than had been expected and repeatedly asked for more assignments 
because they had accomplished more than what was expected to be completed in one week of 
work by our host agency. 
 
Some of the accomplishments included: 

• removed moldy drywall and damaged insulation; 
• completed sheet rocking one house and the beginning stages of another; 
• rewired the electrical boxes in a whole house; 



• redid a bathroom (including hooking up the shower and installing a new toilet) 
• restoring a kitchen (including hooking up the icemaker and moving cabinets);  
• rebracing, retrimming and baffling a roof; 
• extensive clean-up in and around the homes and their yards, and in their neighborhoods;  
• painting interiors and exteriors of three houses, etc. 

 
We worked on seven homes and hopefully changed seven families lives.  This really became 
clear to the group when on Friday, March 17th we opened the homes for a mini “open house” so 
that all our teams could view the accomplishments in each home and the families whose home’s 
we had worked on got to see the work we had accomplished and the emotions were high.  As we 
left the neighborhood for our last ride out on our bus, one handicapped homeowner asked us to 
drive by with the bus so she could wave goodbye to the whole group. 

On the return trip to Geneseo, many of the students expressed feelings of gratitude to the people 
for organizing the trip and awe of the experience they garnered from this trip.  One student 
remarked that they could never go on just a regular spring break after this experience.   
 
The Alternative Spring Break group sincerely hopes that these trips can continue for as many 
years as there remains the need. 
 
Prepared by Charlie Eliot-Bearce 
 
Participants: 

Hadier Aziz 

Joshua Baker 

Emily Barnhart 

* Christopher Basso 

Lindsay Bernstein 

* Jason Boring 

Richard Chen 

Rachel Coleman 

Jennifer Daggett 

Jennifer Delcourt 

Nickolas Devin 

Mary Donovan 

Carol Drake 

* Charlie Elliot-Bearce 

Amanda Flannery 

** Jennifer Forbes 

Maureen Gillard 

Breanna Hilko 

David Hoekstra 

Jessica Holbrook 

** Connie Hurlburt 

** Tamara Hurlburt 

Emily Hurley 

Hanju (Andrew) Jung 

Amy Kaslowsky 

Jacob Kriss 

Shuya Kyu 

Amy Lau 

Dana LePage 

Laura Lonski 

Mary Beth Mahaney 

Daniel McConvey 

*** Mark Mitschow 

Kathryn Murphy 

Rebecca Nelson 

Kayla Nimmo 

Marie Ostrander 

Aimee Paquette 

Sarah Paquette 

Matthew Pascucci 

Julia Perriello 

* Prasantii Philips Roy 

Michelle Plyem 

Jacquelyn Powers 

* Richard Pulvino 

Anne Regan 

Kaitlin Sicke 

Jenna Swanson 

Anne Toomajian 

Jennifer Tyrpak 

* Fiorella Uguccioni 

Ziliang (Bruce) Wei 

Richard Weiss 

Juliana White 

Emily Zoller 

 

*    Team Leaders 

**   Staff  

*** Faculty 
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Report on Livingston CARES May 2006 Work-Trip to Gulfport 
 

Prepared by Connie Hurlburt, Trip Leader 
 

Following a very successful Alternative 
Spring Break trip (March 2006) to Harrison 
County, Mississippi, a third trip for SUNY 
Geneseo, Livingston CARES, and HOPE 
Unites was arranged.  Each member of the 
team paid $305 plus their own airfare.   
 
I made plans to travel ahead of the group to 
make our work arrangements.  We once 
again were hosted by the North Carolina 
Baptist Men’s Christian Association 
(NCBMCA) in Gulfport.  This time our 
whole group was housed at the Gulfport 
Armory (home of the NCBMCA).    Friday 
afternoon, May 12th, Tom and I picked up 
our work sheet and immediately drove to 
our homeowner’s site and met Ms. Ruby 
Farley.  I knew this was going to be a good 
week from the moment we met.  After an 
assessment of the home, Tom and I returned 
to the NCBMCA, picked up supplies and 
began making our plan of action. 
 
On Monday I picked up our group at the 
New Orleans International Airport and after 
a short visit to the Bourbon Street area, 
returned to Gulfport and the NCBMCA.  
Early on Tuesday, May 16th we arrived at 
Ruby’s home and began our work.  Through 
the very diligent efforts of all of our team, 
we accomplished the following: 
 

• assisted homeowner in the selection 
of overhead fans for each room; 

• ceilings and closets were textured 
painted; 

• designed kitchen cabinet layout 
(with the help of Genevieve), and 
met with company to arrange 
placing the order and discussing 
installation; 

• entry doors removed, scraped, 
repainted and reinstalled; 

• exterior front and back outside 
lights installed 

• faux wood blinds purchased and 
installed on all windows and 
adjusted for size; 

• house numbers installed to front of 
the home; 

• interior room doors installed; 
• medicine cabinets and lights were 

purchased and installed, and GFC 
outlets were installed; 

• outlet covers installed throughout 
the home; 

• painted and installed closet doors; 
• pantry and bathroom shelves made, 

painted and installed; 
• security locks and door knows were 

installed to both the front and back 
doors; 

• sheet rock sanded on the whole 
interior; 

• shelves and clothing rods were 
installed in closets; 

• shower curtain rods installed; 
• sink and cabinets installed in two 

bathrooms; 
• toilets returned to working order; 
• two coats of paint applied on whole 

interior of home, etc. 
 
Our team worked very cohesively and we 
arrived at Ruby’s each morning by 8:00 am 
and never left the site before 5:00 pm.  At 
the end of each day Ruby never forgot to 
give everyone a hug and to thank us 
personally.  We never lost sight of our goal 
to return our homeowners house back to a 
home while showing her compassion and 
concern.  Our group members were good 
listeners.  While both Frank and I were not 
on our first work venture to the Gulf Coast, 
it was all new to the student members of our 
group and I know they felt profoundly 
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grateful for the opportunity to be a part of 
helping in the relief efforts. 
On Sunday, May 21st the group traveled to 
Biloxi prior to daybreak to watch the 
implosion of the Grand Casino.  It was very 
breathtaking and afterwards we were 

interviewed by the local TV station and 
made the 6 pm news!  Following a breakfast 
outing to a local restaurant, we made one 
last trip to Ms. Farley’s to say good-bye and 
the students presented her with a good-bye 
plant! 

 
Livingston CARES May 2006 work trip participants included: 
 
Genevieve Bernier, SUNY Geneseo Student 
Jennifer DelCourt, SUNY Geneseo Student 
Jill DelTosta, SUNY Geneseo Student 
Trevor Ramsey-Macomber, SUNY Geneseo Student 
Kaye Robinson, SUNY Geneseo student 
Frank Kelsey, retired Kodak electrician 
Connie Hurlburt, (team leader) semi-retired SUNY Geneseo 
Tom Hurlburt, Navy Seabee volunteer stationed at Gulfport Naval Base 

 



Report on the November Flood Relief Work Trips to the Binghamton Area 
 

Prepared by Scott Hangauer, VISTA Volunteer 
 
 

 During the last week of June 2006, the northeast was hit by a storm of tropical proportions, 
dumping unprecedented rainfall into its rivers and streams. One of the major rivers to flood its banks was 
the Susquehanna. At 1am on June 29th, the river reached its crest in Binghamton, breaching 1930s 
floodwalls and inundating the surrounding area with murky water.  
  

Conklin NY, just south of Binghamton, was one of the hardest hit areas. It is here that we focused 
our relief work. The area is a federally designated disaster zone, and there a number of homes that are 
condemned and still remain vacant. Three Presbyterian churches from the surrounding area joined 
together to help the families that were devastated by the flood. They estimate that there are about 900 
homes in need of repair.  

 
Both of our SUNY Geneseo groups stayed at the First Presbyterian Church in Johnson City, just 

west of Binghamton. Four students went from Nov. 3rd-5th and seven from the 17th-19th. Our host was 
Pastor Robert Peek, and his hospitality and stories added a wonderful element to the trip. 

 
The first group worked on a house where the water has filled the basement and reached to almost 

4 feet on the main level. The plaster walls and floors had already been torn out and the house was ready 
for new sheetrock. Over the span of two days, we were able to hang all of the drywall in the house, 
including the entire kitchen and sunroom, as well as finish spackling and placing corners. We worked 
from about 9-5, Saturday and Sunday. By the end of Sunday, we could begin to see a difference in Steve, 
the homeowner. It was difficult for him to work on his own house, after trashing his waterlogged 
belongings, and tearing out a beautiful 50-year-old oak floor. But as we left, and I thought I sensed a bit of 
hope in Steve. 

 
The next group planned to return to Steve’s and paint his whole house. But nature once again 

intervened. On November 16th, Binghamton again experienced heavy rains⎯4 inches in 3 ½ hours. It 
wasn’t enough to flood the Susquehanna, but it did turn lazy creeks into cascading rivers. Homes that 
were sparred from the June flooding, now found their basements full of water. Some homeowners lost 5 
feet of land to a violent torrent of water pouring down a creek in their backyard. And there were some 
homes from the June flood that had to go through the some ordeal all over again. 

 
Given the circumstances, the second SUNY Geneseo team took assignments for newly flooded 

homes. We traveled to an area called Conklin Corners, where a number of creeks cross paths and came 
together. The area was in bad shape. Sediment had been deposited all over the roads and lawns, indicating 
that the water had literally been flowing everywhere. An addition to a home had collapsed into the creek 
when the water eroded away the foundation. There was garbage and scraps everywhere. 

 
 We worked on a house where there had been about a foot of water on its main floor. We were 

there from about 9-5 on Saturday and Sunday. We helped the homeowner carry out her wet belongings 
and discard the items that were ruined. We then got down to the dirty business of getting the mud off the 
floors and out of the house. Using a strong cleaning solvent, lots of scrub brushes, and a shop vac., we 
were able to get it clean. It was a dirty job, but one that I could not have imagined the homeowner taking 
on alone. Our group of seven volunteers really helped to get their house clean and ready for new life. They 
had been planning on doing some renovations, and this presented the perfect opportunity. Talking about 
the different possibilities helped lend a different light to the situation and lighten the devastating 
circumstances. 

 
There is still a lot of work to be done in the Binghamton area. There are some condemned homes 

that haven’t been touched yet. They’ll likely need volunteers well into the summer to help with the 
rebuilding effort. The Geneseo students enjoyed the trips and may go down again in the spring. 



Mississippi Work-Trip Follow-up 
Prepared by Connie Hurlburt 

 
I traveled back to Mississippi with my eldest granddaughter in August 2006 to visit with 
my daughter- in- law and new granddaughter and while there I took the opportunity to 
revisit several of the homes that had been worked on earlier in the year. 
 
Here are some of the comments I received during my visit: 
 
March and May Trip Comments – 
 
Revisited the Baptist Men’s Christian Association in Gulfport, MS.  After visiting our 
host site for both March and May trips, I was approached by Ms. Barbara (housing 
coordinator) and Ms. Betsy (supplies clerk) about how we could help facilitate a 
partnership with the Navy Seabees as they often have teams of volunteer workers that 
have all the desire but no carpenter skills.  I spoke with Tom about facilitating this 
assistance and he will be following up with his command once he returns to the US.   
 
March Trip: 
 
Ms. Sallie’s – Orange Court, Gulfport, MS.  Her home is now complete and she and 
her extended family have moved back into their home.  One of the FEMA trailers has 
been removed and a new carport and fence had been installed along the right side of her 
home. 
 
Ms. Lucille’s – Orange Court, Gulfport, MS.  I met with her daughter- in- law.  She said 
after a glitch with her electric not being restored, that work was almost finished and Ms. 
Lucille was expected to move back into her home by early September.  Her son and 
daughter- in- law (and two children) have not been so fortunate.  For now they will remain 
with Ms. Lucille.   
 
Unfortunately I did not have the name and addresses of the other homes and were unable 
to make any other connections with homeowners in this area. 
 
January Trip: 
 
Ms. Ruth Sanders – 260 Magnolia Street, Biloxi, MS.  She was very proud to show me 
a news article written about the work she had done for hurricane relief in cooking for the 
masses.  Ruth is a retired chef.   
 
She told me that she and her husband had moved back into their home in March.  They 
have lived in one room as the other rooms were completed and opened up for them to 
use.  The last room to be completed will be the kitchen and the FEMA trailer was to be 
picked up within the week.   
 



She told me her husband was off doing volunteering with his electrician skills. She said 
she continues to be very worried about her neighbors. 
 
Ms. Daisy Guyton – 334 Fayard Street, Biloxi, MS.  While I did not get to meet Ms. 
Daisy personally, I did meet her son and a daughter living in the home.   Her daughter 
was pleased to immediately invite me into their home and give me a tour.  While there 
are a few things that still need to be addressed (flooring buckling in spots, missing vents, 
etc.), they expressed their happiness with their home.   
 
Their only real request was to help a neighbor Adessa Nobles.  They said her house is 
pitiful! 
 
Ms. Olivia Kemp – 178 Hannibal Court, Biloxi, MS.  The day I visited, Ms. Kemp was 
in her FEMA trailer.  She had a team in her home working at the time and expressed her 
deep appreciation for all the work that has occurred.  She cannot wait to move back into 
her home! 
 
Joe and Jasna Yewine – 288 Hopkins Street, Biloxi, MS.  When I dropped by the 
home of the Yewine’s I only found Joe at home.  He immediately invited me into the 
home and showed me with much pride the work tha t has been accomplished. He and his 
wife continue living with a daughter and her family north of Biloxi.   
 
Joe shared a story of five young women coming from a college and working on the 
ceiling in his home.  He said it was not a good job but he never allowed anyone to 
address the women as no one was there to give them direction and he knew it was a labor 
of love for them.   
 
Joe expressed his real thanks for Geneseo and the Salvation Army for their assistance in 
getting his house back to its original beauty. He was pleased when I commented about the 
Spanish theme of their home and how beautiful it was that they had kept the integrity of 
the dwelling. 
 
Joe cried off and on my whole visit and it was hard to keep my composure as I talked 
with him.  I did not leave one home without a hug and being asked to convey my thanks 
for all the volunteers from Geneseo. 
 
Revisiting all these homes was a very emotional day for me.  I, however, know the 
homeowners appreciated the personal visit and being remembered by their new friends in 
the east!  
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